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stayed north.

One by one, the ex-spies, most of
, them middle-aged. sober-looking
men, drove down a dirt road and
checked into the Village Inn. First
"was the ex-CIA lawyer, then the
i Boston welfare investigator, the
Connecticut grandmother angd the
.Vermont preacher.

Ten years after the National
Assn. of Former Intelligence Offi-
cers was formed to promote better
understanding of the role of spies,
New England yesterday got its first
chapter.

Most spies, it seems, like to re-
‘tire to Texas, California and Flor-
ida. In a word, places that are
warm.

“Like most people, intelligence
officers like to retire to sun and
sand,” said James Bamford, an au-
thor who lectured the group about
the National Security Agency that
tried unsuccessfully to suppress
his book, **The Puzzle Palace.™ )

But Michael Speers, a Vermont'
' resident who worked for the for-
eign service and allows as how he
once had ‘a run-in with the KGB,
- thought he could get together a doz-
en ex-agents. o

Fifty showed up. B .

The one-time code-bréakers and
cryptologists had a mission yester-
day: to tell the public that spies are
neither bad nor Bond; that the CIA
and Nattonal Security Agency are
necessary in the United States.

O

James Shell calls himself a pa-
per-pushing Massachusetts bu-
reaucrat in charge of welfare inves-

_tigations. But he had another life.

¢ Shell grew up in Boston, had no

-idea what he wanted to do and
.went into the military. He thought
maybe he would teach English at a

. Boston high school and coach a
football team:. SR

g? Shell wound up in a classroom
for @ year. The teacher was a Uk-’

.ranian woman, square-faced, .
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Asfan-looking.  Shell Jearned Rus-.
sian {n a year. He spent the next 25"
‘years in Europe. from Italy to Ger-
many. He describes his wark only
as “analysis.” :

“Everyone has the tmage of '
James Bond,"” Shell said over a Ain-
ner of filet of sole. *'You know: the .
tuxedo, all the chicks around, the
baccarat and champagne. Fanta-
sy-land, that's what that is.”

Shell .sipped his J&E on the
rocks and continued: *'} eventually

decided I wanted to get out in 1973.
"1 wanted my kids to graduate from
.a high school in a country that
* would still be in.existence when
.thty wanted to go back to their
alma mater.”

So Shell moved to Winthrop,
bought a big Pontlac and moved
into a four-bedroom home next
door to a McDonald’s. "I really got
into the American way of life,” he
said.

0

Jeffrey Kingry s a Vermont
minister. He sees no conflict be-
tween preaching and his former
life: he worked for a company un-
der contract to the government
that compiled intelligence on fu-
ture weapons systems. His desk
was in a vault {n order to ensure
muntY. %

"By religious conviction, I'm a
-paclfist,” Kingry sald. “There are
some people here who are a little
‘right of Attila the Hun. But we al}
“have something in common: we all
(believe that a strang intelligence
~community is needed. Some people
.ask me {f there isn't a conflict in
- being an 1dealistic minister and be-
Ing-a member of an intelligence or-
Egammtlon. My Jeeling is that intel-
tligence prevents wars, So I don't
Esec any-conflict.” :

. -0
' To her friends tn Darfen, Conn.,
Eleanore Hoar s a grandmother of
four, a teacher in the state school
system, a trim woman who de-
scribes her age as “in the 60s.”

-

“If 1'told my friends | had been
in the ClA, there would just be dead
stlence," sald Hoar, who worked as i
a ClA agent in Hong Kong during
the 1950s. “'So I don't usually say
anything about {t. Most of my
friends really don't know.”

But after 25 years of stlence on
the subject she told her friends
where she was going this weekend,

- and she spoke out on the need for
continued intelligence work.

"“This 1s such the opposite of
signing all those forms saying you
won't talk about what you did."
“she sald. Then she quickly added

- she would divulge no secrets.

C .

Irony at the spy conference: the
executive director of the national
. association Is James Greaney, a

. former lawyer for the CIA who

fought the publcation of a cele-
brated book critical of the agency
- called “The CIA and the Cult of In-
" telligence,”” by Victor Marchetti
. and John Marks.
The speaker at the conference
* was Bamford, the Natick author
whose book about the National Se-
, curity Agency was unsuccessfully
* fought by the agency. The theme of
Bamford's book is that the agency,
which breaks codes and intercepts
: communications, is five times big-
ger than the CIA and is America’s
most secret agency.

Said Greaney: “To be honest, I
haven’t read his book."
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